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Prysm Strings — Main Line Auditions 2026-2027

AUDITION REQUIREMENTS: VIOLA

Violists should be prepared to play:
1) Scales (for required scales, see packet page 2)
2) Solo repertoire (for suggestions, see packet page 3)
3) Sight Reading (expected only if student is auditioning for Prysm YA or Prysm Strings)

b. Note on seating auditions (packet page 3)

DIVISIONS OF PRYSM STRINGS - MAIN LINE

1) Introduction to String Ensemble (new to playing in an ensemble)

a. Shifting: Students are not yet expected to be shifting positions

b. Sight Reading: There will be NO sight reading required in the audition
2) Prysm Prep (beginner string orchestra)

a. Shifting: Students are not yet expected to be shifting positions

b. Sight Reading: Please be prepared to sight read a short excerpt in the audition
3) Prysm Strings Young Artists (intermediate string orchestra)

a. Shifting: Violin & Viola should be comfortable shifting through 3™ position

b. Sight Reading: Please be prepared to sight read a short excerpt in the audition
4) Prysm Strings (senior string orchestra)

a. Shifting: Students should be comfortable with shifting and vibrato

b. Sight Reading: Please be prepared to sight read a short excerpt in the audition

c. Vibrato: Proficiency in vibrato required




Prysm Strings — Main Line Scale Requirements

Introduction to String Ensemble:

Viola
Students will perform any 1 octave scale, played at any speed

Prysm Prep:

Viola
Students will perform a C Major scale, 2 octaves, played at any speed

Prysm Young Artists:

Viola
Students will perform 2 scales, notated below, and should be comfortable with major scales through 3
sharps & 3 flats, at any speed

G Major, 2 octaves
Bb Major, 2 octaves

Prysm Strings:

Viola
Students will perform 2 scales, notated below, and should be comfortable with major scales through 4
sharps & 4 flats, at any speed

E Major, 2 octaves
D Major, 3 octaves



PYO Music Institute — Recommended Solo Repertoire

1. The works listed in this document are recommendations for the Solo Repertoire component of
your PYOMI audition. Select the Solo Repertoire piece that you perform for your audition by
using the recommended works listed below as a guide, in consultation with your private
teacher.

2. The PYO Music Institute adjudication faculty will be listening for: precise rhythmic execution,
your ability to play in time, good individual intonation, and a solid and accurate
representation of your technical proficiency.

Introduction to String Ensemble:
All Violin, Viola, Cello, or Bass Applicants:
Suzuki book 1 piece or equivalent

Prysm Prep
All Violin, Viola, Cello, or Bass Applicants:

Suzuki book 2 through middle of book 3 piece or equivalent
“Middle of Book 3” in Suzuki book reflects these works:
e Gavotte in G minor Allegretto, by J.S. Bach

Prysm Young Artists:

All Violin, Viola, Cello, or Bass Applicants:

Suzuki middle of book 3 through book 4 piece or equivalent
“Middle of Book 3” in Suzuki book reflects these works:
e Gavotte in G minor Allegretto, by J.S. Bach

Prysm Strings:
All Violin, Viola, Cello, or Bass Applicants:
Suzuki book 5 or book 6 piece or equivalent

Seating Audition Excerpts

Students in Prysm Strings and Prysm Strings Young Artists will have seating auditions in the fall to
determine placement within the orchestra. Excerpts from orchestra music will be asked to be
performed as a part of seating auditions in the fall. Information will be distributed to members after the
start of the season in September.

Excerpts of orchestra music are NOT a part of Intro or Prep requirements.
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